STAT

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/20 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100890016-8

ARTICLE APro oy
(N PAGE A~

NEW YORK TIMES
30 July 1985

STAT

Suspect on Trial in Rome 7

By JOHN TAGLIABUE

Indirect Evidence at Best

The evidence gﬁlﬂmﬁ
and drug rings to wi . Agca
seme of his accomplices also belonged
is at best indirect or circumstantial,
vestigators said.

Turkish officials interviewed re-
cently said Mr. Celenkm’might fa:
hearings in Turkey on purport:
role in the shooting of the Pope. They
said their own charges against him in-
voived allegations by investigators in
several countries, including Turkey
Italy and the United States, that he was
a central figure in an international

and arms ring that was broken in

¥

assisting him have accused Bulgaria of
offering the smugglers considerable
logistical aid, including the use of
warehouses and shipping outlets,
through the Bulgarian state-owned
trading and shipping company, Kintex.
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‘May Aid Turkish

“The ring shipped about two and a half
tons of raw opium and heroin from Iran
for sale in the West, investigators say.

in

3 VPOt UL
that Mr. Cejenk wi
ho linked Soviet b '
servi . Agca.
ut : mﬁvcstlgaum ve also
a close-knit group of right-wing
msh nationalists, of whiggxt Mr.
Agca says he was once a member, if
net its leader. This group seeks to wrest
Tarkey and its largely Moslem popula-
tion from what it perceives to be undue
Western and Christian influence.
+"Although Mr. Agca has asserted that
amsociates who include Mr. Celik, one
dl the five Turkish defendants in the
Rome trial, received the equivalent of
$12 million for the shooting of the
Pope, officials say this group operates
without evident Bulgarian support.
They also say its members, most of
them fugitives, rely on the help of
{ight-wing Turks in Western Europe to

escape
‘“Mr. Celenk, 50, was under house ar-

Inquiry|

rest in Bulgaria until July 7, when Bui-
garian officials unexpectedly sent him
home to Turkey, saying they lacked
proof he was involved in a conspiracy
against the Pope.
Arrest in Turkey

Five days after his release, Mr. Ce-
lenk was formally arrested by the
Turkish authorities. Drug enforcement
officials in Ankara said most of the
charges were linked to investigations
by the Italian magistrate, Judge Paler-

te,
mo, who twice the tion of
Mr. Celenk flﬂn”'ﬁpﬂl on charges

Western and Eastern Europe after
le.vln?n‘l}lrk”eyinlm, settled a‘llll Swlt;
erand .semunisasm wat

Moreover, Nevzat Bilecen, a Turk
who was the prosecution’s chief wit-
ness in the trial against Mr. Sener, de-
scribed to Swiss investigators how he
accompanied Oral Celik on trips
throughout Switzerland to deliver
goods, like forged passports, to Turkish
racketeers with ties to the smuggling
rings operating out of Bulgaria.



